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The. Play’s the thing 1”°—Ask for Thomas’s Observer 


Adeiphi Eheatre. 

Last night, was produced, at this Theatre, a new Musical Drama,} 
called The Skeleton Lover. It was announced in the bills to be ** got 
ap” under the direction of Mr. Smith, and the Music by Mr. Rodwell ; 3 
we were, therefore, by no means prepared for the absolute damnation, 
which it received. The Piece is founded on an old black-letter legend 3 
entitled “ The Condign Punishment of a Transylvanian Necromancer,” g 
who is personated by O. Smith, under the title of Count Rudolph.—g 
500 years before the Drama commences, we are told by the discovery j 
of a legend, that a certain Hungarian nobleman has made a compact @ 
with the Evil One, by whieh he is te retain youth and beauty for five 4 
centuries, upon condition of becoming a Skeleton each night as theg 
clock strikes ten, and at their expiration to become the property of the 4 
Devi]. A year’s grace is granted, providing the Count can marry ag 
virgin before the appointed hour; this he is on the eve of accomplish- 
ing, but is prevented by his rival pattiog back the dial half an hour, 
by which delay the compact is broken, and the Count is carried off in# 
a flame of fire. Such a ta’e, in better hands than those of the author 
of last night, might have been wrought up so as to have produced muchg 
effect, but the language was so wretched and common-place, that itg 
was with difficulty endured to the close. Mr. Bartley attempted tog 
give it out for repetition, bat the opposition was too violent, and it wasg 
vithdrawn. We regretted the fate uf the Drama the more, as there 
was some very beautiful music by Mr. Rodwell.—The house crowded. § 

Paymarket Cheatre. * 

Arrer the Opera of The Padlock, which with little exception, was 
most miserably acted at this Theatre last night, a new Drama takeog 
from that fertile source of affecting incidents, the French Revolution, 
was produced. It is entitled The Force af Nature, and its plot may’ 
be briefly detailed thus: ‘The Countess D’Harville, (Mrs. Faucit,) has 
during the reiga of terror been near faliing a victim to its horrors, she 
is saved by the presence of mind, and devotion, of a soldier attached 
to the family, Phillip (Mr. W. Farren) who claims her fromthe officers 
as his wife, she is given op to him, and they are really married. On 
the restoration of the Bourbons, we find The Countess D'Harville sur- 
rounded by splendor, and her husband Philip in the capacity of herg 
steward ; she has a niece Matilda, (Miss Mordaunt,) and a protegée 
Frederick,(Cooper,) of course these persons fallin love with each other 
as is the invariable practice on such occasions ; whilst the young lady 
is expected to marry the Count de Beauvais, (Vining ) a frivolous dis 
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sipated coxcomb, nephew to the Countess D’Harville. Frederick is 
unfortunately tempted to the gaming table, where he meets the Count, 
who wins a large sum from him; De Beauvais also finds a letter and 
zives it to the Countess, which Frederick had addressed to Matilda, 
declaring bis passion. Frederick is banished the house, but before he 
quits challenges his rival the Coant ; as he is about to attend the ap- 
pointment, Philip learning his intention uses every argument to prevent 
his going, bat finding all ineffectual, he econfeses himself his Father, 
and forces him into a room, where he locks him up. Frederick escapes 
from the window, and a note is brought to Phillip, who with the coun- 
tess remain in despair till the Count De Beauvais returns, having 
slightly wounded Frederick, who comes in, is acknowledged by his 
mother, and received as the husband of Matilda. Such is the plot, 
which is embodied in good, sometimes striking, language ; the interest 
is always kept up, and is throughont of a powerful nature. Separa- 
tion and Reparation, and Thirteen to the Dozen concluded.—The house 
was fall. 





Lo the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Eprror, I address you from the elegant Divan now open at [02 

trand, where [ am a constant visitor ;—here I find matchless cigars, exquisite 
coffee, profusion of magazines and newspapers, and elegant decorations render 
the establishment the very essence of comfort and fashion—do pop in—just wish 
to say a word—beg pardon, hope 1 don’t intrude—but will you excuse me— 
| have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends. 
ind the fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday I visit the Diorama, in the Regent's Park, to see the two new and 
enchanting Views—Mount St. Gothard, painted by M. Daguerre, and Rheims 
Cathedral, by M. Bouton—these chef d’@uvres, in my opinion, surpass all for- 
mer efforts of those great masters, 

‘Tuesday, callin at the Royal Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street—spendidly fitted 
pep and maguificently arranged—visit the British Diorama, containing four 

sviews, &c. by Stanfield, &c.—highly interesting, and always crowded. Lounged 
Zin the Physierama—consists of 14 views, fiom all parts of the world—the 
arrangement, in a gallery 200 feet long, are truly unique and indescribably 
* beautiful—here l’m an enchanted traveller, visiting all the globe in a day. 
ba - Wednesday | drop in at the Exhibition of Sculpture, Old Bond Street, to view 
sthe figures, life size, of Tam O’Shanter, Sonter Johnny, the Landlord and th 
f Land!ady—delighted beyond measnre—work of that self-taught artist, James 
ST hom—saw ‘!'am making love to the landlady—a rich seene—the landlord’s tip- 
besey — his legs dead drunk—pose of figures admirable—whoever has read Burn 
must see them. 
From thence, I wander to No. 15, Oxford Street, just to take a peep at Mr. 
B Wilmshurst’s large Picture, in enamel, of The Tournament of the Cloth of 
& Gold—a most triumphanteffort, inimitable execution, astonishing labour, and 
*a most admirable hit—found the Gothic Hall crowded with visitors, of the 
Bhighest class, desirous of patronising the genibs of this young artist. 

«mn Friday, I pop in to examine Miss Linwood’s carious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

i daily, between | and 4, qualify Mrs. Pry’s discordant notes with some har- 
mony divine, and may be found at The Apollonicon, 101, St, Martin’s Lane.— 
Vier ket and Fishermen's Chorus, from the Opera of Masaniello, enchanting ! 

I nightly lounge in the lobbies—fond of adventure—observed a beautiful 
Sylph admiring herself in my boots—* Why, Mr. Pry,’ saysshe, ‘does a grea! 
actress resemble Warren’s Jet Blacking 2?’ * Because she cuts ashine.’—I never 
sive it up.—but I intrade, bee pardon, your’s, PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Adelphi, Strand. 
English Opera Company. 


This Evening, will be performed, (for (for the 2nd time,) an entirely 
new and original Romantic Musical Drama, called 


The Skeleton Lever! 


The Drama is founded on a Black Letter Tract, entitled 


“ Che Condign Punishment of a Cransgilvanian 
| Reccomancer.” 

The MUSIC composed by Mr. G. H. RODWELL. 
The Action of the Piece under the Direction of Mr O. Smith 
Scenery by Messrs Tomkins and Pitt.—Dresses by Mr. Read & Mrs. Murry. 
Machinery, by Mr. Stirbley.—The Properties, by Mr. Foster. 

Ebert, (Rival to Count Rudolph,) Mr HUNT, (His 2nd Appearanee,) 
Baron Von Glowenstein, Mr BARTLEY, 

Count Rudolph... eo(the Lover,)...secnsreeee Mr O. SMITH, 
Hans Bobbs, (his Valet,) Mr KEELEY, 

Ralthazar Elzevir, Mr W. BENNETT, Stobel, Mr MINTON, 
Bonck, (a blind Fiddler.) Mr SALTER, 

Professor Poreliber, MrIRWIN, Savoyard, Mr SANDERS, 
Constance, (Daughter of Baron Glowensteian, Miss H. CAWSE, 
Peretta, (Niece to Elzevir,) Mrs KEELEY, 

Baroness Von Glowenstein, Mrs C. JONES, Clotilda, Mrs EAST. 

E SCENERY. 

| Leipsie Fair—2 Ebert’s Apartment, with a Mirror which reflects the Chamber 
and Persons in the opposite Dwelling—3 Elizevir’s Library—4 Chember in 
the Castle—5 Turret Chamber in the Castle Von Glowenstein, and first dis- 
covery of the Skeleton Lover.--—-ACT II,—1l Anti-Room to the Turret 
Chamber—2 Apartment in Elzevir’s House—3 The Library—4 A Landscape. 
5 Court Garden of the Castle, with the Turret Clock !—Final Discovery and 
Destruction of the Skeleton Lover. 


After which, the new Operetta, called 


THE QUARTETTE. 


With Mozart's Overture to Figaro. 
General Lafonde, Mr W. BENNETT, Ernest, Mr WRENCH, 
Major Beleour, Mr G. PENSON, 

Blaston, (a Trumpeter,) MrSALTER, Pippin, Mr FULLER. 
Madame de Luceval, Miss BETTS, 

Madame Lafonde, Mrs JERROLD, Justinc, Mrs KEELEY. 


After which, the Romantic Drama of The 


“oe : f’ C .s 
Sister of Charity. 
Preceded by Mozart's Overture to IDOMENEO. 
Colonel Saxe, Mr BAKER, Paulo, Mr KEELEY, 

Captain Wiewar, Mr JAMES VINING, Andrea, Mr O. SMITH, 


Joseph, Mr PERKINS, Worgman, Mr SALTER. 
St Ursular, Miss KELLY, Nannectta, Miss H. CAWSE, 





















Theatre Royal, Hay-Market. 





This Evening, the Farce of 


Fortune’s Frolic. 


Rebin Reugh-head, Mr WEBSTER, 


|) eee Mr W. JOHNSON, Reattle............ Mr COVENEY, 
Snacks, Mr WILLIAMS, 
re Mr COOKE, James.,........+..-Mr COATES, 


Dolly, Mrs T. HILL, 
Miss Nancy, Mrs NEWCOMBE, Margaret, Mrs TAYLEURE. 


After which, (2nd time) a new Drama, called 


The Force of Nature. 


Philip, Mr W. FARREN, 
Count de Beauvais. .......0cceese- es Mr VINING, 
Frederick, Mr COOPER, 
Servants, Messrs. Coates, V. Webster, and Barnett, 
Matilda, Miss MORDAUNT, 
Countess D’Harville.......... Mrs FAUCIT. 


To which will be added, the new Petite Comedy, in Two Acts, called 


Separation §& Reparation. 
Baron Malamour, Mr COOPER, 

Von Grotius..... (a Lawyer,)....Mr W. FARREN, 
Col. Esplanade, Mr BRINDAL, 
Poppinoff, (a Game Keeper,) Mr WEBSTER. 
Angelique, Miss MORDAUNT, 

Madame Gilderland................Mrs GLOVER. 


To conclude with the Opera of 


JOHN OF PARIS. 


John of Paris, Mr VINING, 
Grand Chamberflain.............. Mr WILLIAMS, 
Pedrigo Potts, Mr J. REEVE, 
Phillip, MrC. Morris, Gregory, Mr Coveney. 
Rosa, Miss M. GLOVER, 
Olivia, (Disguised as the Page Vincent,) Mrs T.HILL, 
The Princess Navarre, Miss TURPIN. 
Act UT an Incidental Dance, by Mr.'J. Ridgway, & Madlle. Clari 
On Monday, Conjectures, with The Force ot Nature, &c. 

















